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Patient-Based Panel Discussion: Breast 
Cancer
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Cases presented by Tyler Kristoff, MD
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Clinical Presentation

A 6 8-year-o ld  post menopau sal  woman pres ents  wi th  a  sc reen in g mamm ographi c 
abn ormali ty  in t he  r i ght  breast .  She  has  a  hi sto r y  o f  we l l -c on tro l l ed  hyper ten si on and  
mi ld  osteoar thr i t i s  b ut  is  ot herw is e  act ive  and i nd ep en dent .  She  has  no  fam il y  h i sto r y  
o f  b reas t o r  ovar i an c ancer.

Workup

• Di agnost ic  mam mogram an d ul tras ound :  1.4 c m i r reg ular  m ass  at 2  o 'cl ock ,  r igh t 
breas t.  B I -RADS  5.

• Ax i l la r y  ul tras ound :  No  su spi ci ous l ymph  nodes  iden ti f i ed .

• Core  needl e  b i op sy:  Invasi ve  du ct a l c arc in oma,  grade  2 .  ER 9 5%,  PR 2 0%,  HE R2 -
negat ive  ( IHC 1 +) .  K i 67:  10 %.

• O nc ot ype  DX  Rec urrenc e  Score :  20 .

• St agin g:  cT1 cN 0M0 ,  cl in ic a l s tage  I .

Su rg ic a l P l an

• The  pat ien t p l ans  to u ndergo  b reas t -c on ser v ing  surg er y



2026 Debates and Didactics in Hematology and Oncology 

Discussion
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Case 2

A 52-yea r-o ld  premenopausal woman presents wi th  a pa lpab le 5.2 cm lef t  
breast  mass a nd  palpable ips ila teral  axil lar y  lymphadenopathy.  She is  a never-
smoker  with no sign if icant  pas t medical  his tory.  ECOG is 0.  Baseline 
echocard iogram shows LVEF 62%.

Diagnost ic  Workup

• Core need le b iopsy of  the breast  ma ss:  Invasive ductal carcinoma, grade 3,  
ER 0%, PR 0%, HER2 IHC 3+

• Ax il lar y  lymph node FNA: Posi ti ve for metas tat ic  carcinoma

• Staging imaging (CT chest/abdomen/pelv is ,  bone scan):  No d istant 
metas tases

• Clin ical staging:  cT3 N1 M0 — Stage I I IA
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Case 2 continued

The pat ient  gets your choice of  neoad juvant therapy.  

Surgical  Patholog y

• Res idual invas ive carcinoma: 1.8 cm in the brea st

• 2 of 14 axi l lar y l ymph nodes posi ti ve for metas tat ic  carcinoma (ypT1c 
ypN1a)

• Res idual Cancer Burden cla ss I I
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