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Rectal Cancer Treatment Timeline
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Total Neoadjuvant Therapy (TNT)
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MSI-H/MMRd 



NCI Designated Comprehensive Cancer CenterWINSHIP CANCER INSTITUTE OF EMORY UNIVERSITY NCI Designated Comprehensive Cancer CenterWINSHIP CANCER INSTITUTE OF EMORY UNIVERSITY

Time to cCR

MSI-H/MMRd - Dostarlimab
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AZUR-1: Phase 2, Single-Arm, Open-Label Study with Dostarlimab Monotherapy in Participants with

Untreated Stage II/III dMMR/MSI-H Locally Advanced Rectal Cancer

8

•Primary objective: 
To estimate the 
efficacy of 
Dostarlimab in Stage 
II/III (locally 
advanced) 
dMMR/MSI-H rectal 
cancer 

•Endpoint: cCR12 - 
maintenance of cCR 
for 12 months. 

Ongoing Trials
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MSI-H/MMRd – Other ICI
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Prespecified 
interim analysis 

after completion of 
the first stage of 

enrollment (n=14)

EA2201: Phase II Neoadjuvant Ipi/Nivo + SC radiation
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?T2N0
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Benjamin A. Weinberg et al., Am Soc Clin Oncol Educ Book 44, e432034(2024)

MSS/MMRp
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Bahadoer et al., Lancet Oncol 2020; Conroy T et al., Lancet Oncol 2021

RAPIDO vs. PRODIGE
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Bahadoer et al., Lancet Oncol 2020; Conroy T et al., Lancet Oncol 2021

RAPIDO vs. PRODIGE
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RAPIDO trial: Longer follow-up

Dijkstra EA et al., Ann Surg 2023
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• Expands on the findings of modern rectal cancer trials to provide further evidence for cCR as an endpoint 
• Improved organ preservation rates utilizing a consolidation chemotherapy approach
• ctDNA levels as an exploratory biomarker in the context of a prospective randomized trial
• Determine generalizability of a WW approach across a more diverse population of patients, practice sites, and 

providers

ALLIANCE A022104/NRG-GI010: Janus Rectal Cancer Trial 

Alvarez J…Alese O... ALLIANCE A022104/NRG-GI010. BMC Cancer – in press
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PROSPECT
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PROSPECT
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Schrag D, et al. N Engl J Med. 2023 Jul 27;389(4):322-334. doi: 10.1056

PROSPECT
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Treatment schema
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Elderly patients
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Piercey O, Tie J. Therapeutic Advances in Medical Oncology. 2023;15.

ctDNA
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Alese OB, et al. Am Soc Clin Oncol Educ Book. 2023 May;43:e389574.

New targets
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Conclusion

§ Recent advances in the perioperative management of early rectal cancers 
have led to improved outcomes

§ Current efforts at personalizing treatments are promising, and could 
minimize short and long term toxicities

§ Additional efforts are needed regarding emerging technologies, such as 
optimization of ctDNA as a biomarker
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Save the date!

13th Annual Winship Gastrointestinal Cancer Symposium

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12th 2024


