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SURGICAL TREATMENT ALONE RARELY 
CURES PANCREAS CANCER
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DISEASE BIOLOGY … 
WE ARE REALLY BAD AT 
PREDICTING 
LOCALIZED DISEASE

Pro-NAC pancreas
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RETROSPECTIVE DATA 
ARE HARD TO 
COMPLETELY IGNORE
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Perform curative intent surgery on the 
greatest number of patients who will 

benefit from an operation.
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Versteijne et al. J Clin Oncol. 2022 Apr 10;40(11):1220-1230.
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Important points
• 11-12% in each group had metastatic 

disease at diagnostic laparoscopy
• Locally advanced cancer found in 5% of 

NACR and 12% of Surg First Groups
• 14% showed disease progression during 

NACR for which surgery was likely not 
going to be beneficial 

Single agent gemcitabine + short course 
radiation may not be applicable to other 
more modern regimens
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CONCLUSIONS

• Resectability is more than just the technical ability to remove 
a tumor

• Multimodality treatment regimens are essential for pancreatic 
adenocarcinoma

• Putting chemo before the surgery prevents surgical 
complications from affecting MMT

• Retrospective reviews are convincing . . . Need more 
randomized trials

• Biomarkers may provide additional information
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