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INITIAL THERAPY FOR STAGE III-IV CLASSICAL HODGKIN LYMPHOMA

• The ABVD chemotherapy regimen was developed in the 1970s, 
treatment leads to cure for most patients

• Until recently, limited improvements over ABVD
• eBEACOPP improves disease control rate, but very toxic
• Response-adapted treatments limit toxicity, but do not improve OS

• Brentuximab vedotin, a CD30-directed ADC, was approved by FDA in 
2011 for R/R cHL. Efforts begin to move to earlier lines of therapy.
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Primary endpoint: Modified progression-free survival
Time to disease progression, death, or non-complete response and 

subsequent anti-cancer therapy

ECHELON-1 Study Design
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Primary endpoint – Modified PFS

Connors JM, et al. N Engl J Med. 2018 Jan 25;378(4):331-344. 

Primary endpoint met
Median follow-up 24 months
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TOXICITY WITH BV-AVD

5

Peripheral 
neuropathy 

More in BV-AVD arm, but improves with time
71% had complete resolution, 13% had significant improvement 
at last follow-up

Febrile 
neutropenia

More with BV-AVD, but risk mitigated with G-CSF primary ppx
10.8% incidence in BV-AVD group vs 7.9% ABVD

Fertility Does not seem to impact more than ABVD
114 pregnancies in BV-AVD group vs. 81 in ABVD

Secondary 
malignancy

Fewer in BV-AVD group
3.5% BV-AVD group vs. 4.9% ABVD group
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Overall survival benefit finally demonstrated

Now more than 6 years of follow-up
BV-AVD is associated with both a PFS and OS benefit compared to ABVD

Category 1 recommendation in NCCN guidelines
Ansell SM, et al. N Engl J Med. 2022 Jul 28;387(4):310-320. 
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GHSG HD21 – MORE BRENTUXIMAB-BASED THERAPY
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***BrECADD eBEACOPP
Brentuximab vedotin Bleomycin

Etoposide Etoposide
Cyclophosphamide Doxorubicin

Doxorubicin Cyclophosphamide
Dacarbazine vincristine

Dexamethasone Procarbazine
Prednisone
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Months

Unprecedented 4-yr PFS rate for advanced stage cHL
64% of patients only required 4 cycles of BrECADD

BrECADD is less toxic than eBEACOPP 

HD21 Results

Enrolled patients 18-60 years old

Median follow-up 48 months

More acute toxicity with BrECADD 
compared with ABVD-based regimen, 
but all organ toxicities improved to 
Grade ≤ 1 by 12 months

Borchmann P, Lancet. 2024 Jul 3:S0140-6736(24)01315-1.
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S1826 – PROGRESSION FREE SURVIVAL 

Herrera AF, et al. ICML, Lugano CH, 2023

Many patients still on therapy or 
finished treatment within 6 months
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S1826 INTERIM ANALYSIS

Herrera AF, et al. JCO 41, LBA4 (2023).

• Nivo-AVD improved PFS 
compared to BV-AVD at an early 
timepoint

• So far, info limited to 1-page 
abstract, oral presentation, and 
word-of-mouth

• Not possible to fully assess 
risk/benefit profile of this regimen 
currently
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CONCLUSION
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• Long follow-up, established efficacy of BV-based therapy 
for advanced stage HL

• Just because long-term survival results bore out for BV-
AVD does not mean the same will be true for Nivo-AVD – 
only time will tell

• Nivo-AVD is not yet ready to be the new standard regimen 
for advanced cHL
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Thank you!


