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WHY IS A TRIALS NETWORK NEEDED?
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DISTANCE TO WINSHIP CAN BE DIFFICULT FOR MANY

3
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GEORGIA DEMOGRAPHICS

•8th most populous state in the country – population approaching 11m
• 3.3million Black/African American
• 1.1million Hispanic

•Atlanta is 6th largest metro area in country
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CHALLENGES WITH ACCRUAL TO HEMATOLOGY TRIALS

• Often uncommon, aggressive diseases which require intensive management.
• Patients more likely to require transfusion support and other intensive care.
• Travel to primary site can be very cumbersome and available only to people with resources.

• Roughly 1/3 of patients enrolled to lymphoma non-therapeutic studies are from > 50 miles away
• Patients frequently not aware of availability and appropriateness of trials.

The Georgia Blood Cancer Trials Network (BCTN) is designed to leverage resources 
throughout the state to increase participation in therapeutic clinical trials by patients with 
hematologic malignancies.
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GEORGIA BLOOD CANCER TRIALS NETWORK (BCTN)

IMPACT Key Investigators:
Lymphoma: Cohen, Allen, Lopez
Myeloma: Joseph
Leukemia/Myeloid Diseases: Hunter 1R50CA276010 – Clinician Scientist Award

Current Locations
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KEY LEADERS AT EMORY
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Annelise Dutton
Clinical Research Nurse

Ashley Turner
Project Coordinator

Melissa Kives
Program & Research Manager
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IDEAL STUDIES FOR THIS MECHANISM

• Low grade/precursor entities
• Outpatient treatment with currently FDA approved therapies
• Modest follow-up schedule
• Lack of need for specialized inpatient care
• Meets a need of the community
• Cooperative Group, Industry-sponsored, or Investigator-sponsored trials

• Please tell us if there’s a patient group in need of trials.
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TRIALS IN THE NETWORK
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CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES ENCOUNTERED

Significant interest in collaborating sites but challenges devoting resources to these efforts due to 
limited staffing and infrastructure.

The regulatory process is different for IITs, NCTN, and Industry-sponsored trials.

Regulatory requirements and protocol-mandated activities can be onerous for patients and study 
teams.

Need for additional buy-in from industry collaborators to support opening trials at smaller, community 
sites.
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HOW TO GET 
INVOLVED 

AND TO 
CONTACT US
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MEETING TODAY!
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THANK YOU
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