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A MEDICAL 
ONCOLOGIST ARGUING 
AGAINST 
IMMUNOTHERAPY???
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NO EASY TASK! STRONG DEBATE COMPETITION
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YOU DARE DEBATE ME?
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WHY EVEN CONSIDER IT? WORKS VERY WELL IN THE METASTATIC SETTING
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Overall Response Rate-~50%

Migen et al. NEJM 2018
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WHAT DATA IS DR EL-DEIRY GOING TO SHOW? OF COURSE GROSS ET AL. 

-Single Arm Phase 2 stage 2-4 resectable cutaneous squamous cell skin cancer.
-Neoadjuvant cemiplimab given 350 mg every 3 weeks for up to four doses prior to surgery
-Primary endpoint path CR
-79 patients enrolled, 91% HNSCC, Path CR =51%
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Gross et al. Lancet Onc 2023
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RANDOMIZED DATA!
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TARGETED THERAPY IN METASTATIC DISEASE? OK FOR SINGLE ARM DATA
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Entrectinib in ROS1 NSCLC

Drilon et al. Lancet 2019
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SURVIVAL DATA
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Clearly response to immunotherapy is a 
prognostic biomarker.

But curable disease is NOT the same as 
metastatic disease. Need more data!

Lack of Data that it improves survival!

Lack of Data of long term rate of local 
recurrence!

So what does path CR really mean?

Gross et al. Lancet Onc. 2023
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PROGRESSION/HYPERPROGRESSION IS REAL
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Midgen et al. NEJM 2018
Frelaut et al. IJMC 2019-Patients had to be deemed resectable
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TOXICITY

Gross et al. NEJM 2022
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-11% of patients did not make it to the 
curative therapy, surgery

-“2 had presented with bulky disease at 
baseline, which progressed to inoperable 
disease”

Will not know until a randomized trial on 
how these numbers impact the end patient 
outcomes
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POST OP CONFUSION

What to do after resection? How much is this affecting the survival data?
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Gross et al. Lancet Onc. 2023
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FINANCIAL TOXICITY

“The cost for cemiplimab intravenous solution (rwlc 350 mg/7 mL) is around 
$10,853 for a supply of 7 milliliters”
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Have to add in infusions, lab checks, toxicity management, clinic visits, extra scans post treatment.
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CONCLUSION

-EARLY data is promising, demonstrates unsurprisingly high rates of path CR

-No randomized data. While Path CR is better than no Path CR, unclear if this effects recurrence or 
survival(Dr El-Deiry is a great surgeon, I trust him!)

-Drugs have potential for real, life threatening toxicity

-May delay or forego the curative therapy

-Has both quality of life and financial impact

-Wild West in terms of post op treatment

-Eagerly await the randomized studies
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